
Is Randomness Real… or Just Something We Don’t              

Understand Yet? 

 

 

1. What Do We Really Mean When We Say “Random”? 

I’ve been thinking about this for a while, and honestly, I’m not even sure what we mean 

when we say something is “random.” It’s one of those words we use all the time, like it’s 

obvious. A coin flip is random. The weather is random. Sometimes even people say life is 

random. But if you actually stop and try to define it, it gets weird. 

Because what does “random” really mean? Does it mean something happens without a cause? 

Or does it just mean we don’t know the cause? Those two ideas sound similar at first, but 

they’re actually completely different. One says the world has no reason behind certain things. 

The other says there is a reason, we just don’t see it yet. 

And I think most of the time, we don’t even think about which one we mean. We just use the 

word and move on. Like it’s enough. But maybe it’s not. 

 

2. The Coin Flip Feels Random… But Is It? 

Let’s start with something simple: flipping a coin. 

When you flip a coin, you don’t know what’s going to happen. It could be heads or tails, and 

it feels completely unpredictable. That’s why people use it as the example of randomness. 

But if you slow it down and think about what’s actually happening, it doesn’t really look 

random anymore. 

The coin is moving because of your hand. You applied a force. There’s a specific angle. A 

certain speed. It rotates in the air, affected by gravity and air resistance, then lands based on 

how all those factors interact. 

Nothing about that sounds random. 

It actually sounds like a system. A very detailed one. 

So the only reason it feels random is because we can’t track all those details. We can’t 

measure everything perfectly, and even if we could, we probably couldn’t calculate it fast 

enough. 

So the randomness isn’t in the coin. 

It’s in us. 



 

3. Maybe “Random” Just Means “Too Complicated” 

Now take something bigger, like the weather. 

Weather feels random all the time. You check the forecast, and it changes. You expect rain, 

and it doesn’t happen. Or the opposite. It just feels unreliable. 

But the thing is, scientists don’t say the weather is random. They say it’s chaotic. 

And chaos doesn’t mean “no rules.” It means there are rules, but the system is so sensitive 

that small changes create huge differences later. Like a tiny shift in temperature today could 

affect the entire weather pattern next week. 

That’s honestly kind of crazy. 

Because it means the system is actually very structured. It’s just too complex for us to follow 

completely. So from our point of view, it looks random. 

Which leads to a weird idea I can’t stop thinking about: 

Maybe randomness is not the absence of order. 

Maybe it’s what order looks like… when we can’t keep up with it. 

 

4. Probability Doesn’t Explain Anything (Not Really) 

Then there’s probability. 

We use it to deal with “random” situations all the time. Like saying there’s a 50% chance of 

something happening. It sounds precise, almost scientific. 

But if I’m being honest, probability doesn’t really explain anything. It doesn’t tell you why 

something happens. It just gives you a way to talk about what might happen. 

It’s like we’re saying, “we don’t understand this, but here’s a system to manage that.” 

And that’s useful, of course. But it doesn’t prove that randomness exists. It just proves that 

we need a way to deal with uncertainty. 

So again, it feels like randomness is not something out there in the world. It’s something we 

use because we don’t fully understand what’s going on. 

 



5. Then Quantum Physics Ruins Everything 

Up until this point, everything kind of makes sense. Things look random, but they’re actually 

just complicated. 

But then… quantum physics shows up and ruins that idea. 

At a very small level like particles and atoms things don’t behave the same way. You can’t 

predict exactly when something will happen. For example, a radioactive atom can decay at 

any moment, and there’s no way to know exactly when. 

Not because we don’t have enough data. 

But because… there might not be a specific cause. 

That’s what makes it uncomfortable. 

Because it suggests that randomness might actually exist. Not as an illusion, not as a 

limitation but as a real part of how the universe works. 

But even then, it’s not fully agreed on. Some scientists think there could still be hidden 

variables we haven’t discovered yet. 

So even here, we’re not sure. 

Which honestly feels like the most honest answer in all of this. 

 

6. Maybe the Problem Is Our Point of View 

At some point, I stopped asking if randomness is real or not. 

Because it started to feel like the wrong question. 

Instead, I started thinking: what if randomness depends on where you’re looking from? 

We’re inside the universe. We’re part of the system. We don’t see everything. We only see 

small pieces, small moments, limited information. 

So of course things look random. 

But what if we could step outside the system? What if we could see everything at once all the 

causes, all the connections? 

Would it still look random? 

Or would it finally make sense? 



 

7. Getting Closer… But Never Fully There 

There’s this idea in math that I really like. The idea of a limit. 

You can get closer and closer to a value forever, but never actually reach it. You can 

approach something infinitely, without ever fully touching it. 

And I feel like understanding reality might be like that. 

We keep learning. We build better models. We explain more things. What used to seem 

random starts to make sense. 

But maybe we never reach the final answer. 

Maybe there’s always something just out of reach. 

And maybe that “gap” that tiny space between what we understand and what actually is that’s 

what we experience as randomness. 

 

8. My Honest Opinion (Even If It’s Not Perfect) 

If I’m being honest, I don’t think randomness is completely fake. 

But I also don’t think it’s what we think it is. 

It feels more like a surface thing. Something that appears when we don’t see the full picture. 

Like noise on top of a deeper structure. 

Sometimes that structure is just too complex. Sometimes maybe it’s fundamentally uncertain. 

I don’t know. 

And I think it’s okay not to know. 

Because the more I think about it, the more it feels like randomness is not really about the 

universe. 

It’s about us trying to understand it. 

 

9. So… Is Randomness Real? 

I don’t think there’s a clean answer. 



Sometimes things look random because they’re too complicated. Sometimes maybe they 

really are. 

But the word “random” doesn’t actually solve anything. It just marks the point where we stop 

understanding. 

And maybe that’s the most important part. 

Because every time we say something is random, we’re also saying: 

“This is where my understanding ends.” 

 

10. Final Thought 

So maybe randomness is not the absence of meaning. 

Maybe it’s the edge of meaning. 

The place where our knowledge runs out, but reality keeps going. 

And instead of just accepting that something is random, maybe we should ask a better 

question: 

Not “why is this random?” 

But… 

what am I still unable to see? 

 


