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Lets imagine you are standing in front of a staircase. In the world of classical mathematics 

,the way we are taught in school ,you have two choices: you can stand on the first step (the 

first derivative), or you can jump to the second step (the next derivative). You are forbidden 

from standing in the air between them.  Clearly,we have the first derivative or f’ and second 

derivative f’’ . 

For centuries, we treated the "order" of calculus like a light switch: it was either On or Off, 0 

or 1 like binary , Integral or Derivative which may be seen as positive and negative. But in 

1695, Gottfried Leibniz received a letter from Guillaume de l'Hôpital asking a question that 

would ignite the soul of math lover likeme and change mathematics forever:  

 

What if the order is 1/2? 

 

Leibniz replied with a prophecy: "It will lead to a paradox, from which one day, useful 

consequences will be drawn." Today, that paradox keep passionate me. Welcome to the 

world of Fractional Calculus, where we don't just jump between steps,we fly through the 

gaps. 

 

Some little intuition: The "Volume Knob" of Change 

 

To understand why I find this so beautiful, forget the symbols for a moment. Think of a 

standard derivative as a snapshot of instantaneous change. It tells you how fast you are 

moving right now like speed ,which is the derivative of position. It has no memory of where 

you were a second ago. One could claim standard derivatives are local. That mean,they 

depend of a exact moment or position if you want. 

 

With a fractional derivative, it becomes insane. We can see it like a "Volume Knob." As you 

turn the dial from 0 to 1, the function doesn't just suddenly become its derivative; it morphs. 

It bleeds into its own rate of change.  

 



If a standard derivative is a digital photo, a fractional derivative is a long-exposure shot. It 

captures the path, the blur, and the history. This is why it is the mathematics of  Memory. 

While a standard derivative only cares about the present point, a fractional derivative "looks 

back" at all the points that came before it. It is a mathematical witness to the past. 

 

Expert side: Breaking the Chains of the Factorial 

 

To see the elegance of this, we can look at the "Power Rule" we all learn in high school. For a 

function f(x) = x^k, the n-th derivative is: 

 

 

But there is a catch: the factorial ( !)  only works for whole numbers. You can’t have "half a 

factorial." May be ,we could? One genius, who works in all fields of maths , found a way to 

achieve it. Maybe we know who is :Euler. This guy doesnt sleep at all.        

 

To solve this, we summon the Gamma Function the most beautiful generalization in math. It 

allows us to calculate factorials for any number,even fractions! 

 

 By replacing the factorials, we get the Riemann-Liouville definition for a fractional derivative 

of order alpha 

 

 

The magic of the "half-derivative" (alpha = 0.5) lies in the concept of semigroups. In classical 

calculus, the derivative is an operation that takes you from one discrete floor to the next. But 

with fractional calculus, the operator D(alpha) obeys the law of exponents: D(a) D(b) = 

D(a+b). 



When we apply a half-derivative D(0.5) to a function, we are performing a mathematical 

"half-step." It is not quite a velocity, yet it is no longer the original position. It exists in a state 

of flux. However, the beauty is in the consistency: applying that same half-step again results 

in D(0.5) D(0.5) = D(1). Two "half-evolutions" perfectly reconstruct the standard Newtonian 

derivative. 

 

Revolution: AI and the Gift of Memory 

 

Why does this fervor for "half-steps" matter? Because our world isn't made of discrete 

jumps; it’s made of systems with inertia. 

 

This is where my excitement reaches its peak: Artificial Intelligence.Most AI today uses 

"Gradient Descent",basically, following the first derivative to find the lowest point of a hill. 

But standard derivatives are local. They are "forgetful." If an AI is navigating a complex 

landscape, it can easily get stuck because it only knows what is happening under its feet. 

 

By using Fractional-order Neural Networks, we give AI a Global Memory. Because the 

fractional derivative is defined by an integral over the function’s history: 

 

 

The AI now "remembers" the path it took. It can smooth out noise, avoid local traps, and 

model complex systems like the human brain or the stock market,things that are defined by 

their past just as much as their present. We are literally using 300-year-old "paradoxes" to 

build the brains of tomorrow. 

 

Conclusion: The Beauty of the Spectrum 

 

I love mathematics because it proves that our limits are often imaginary. We thought we 

were restricted to integers, but the universe invited us to explore the fractions.  

 



Fractional calculus is more than just a tool; it is a philosophy. It teaches us that there is a 

continuum between being still and being in motion. It tells us that the "in-between" is where 

the most interesting things happen.  

 

Leibniz was right. It was a paradox. And it is the most useful, beautiful paradox I have ever 

encountered. 

 


