
Simply Probability of Oscillation Equation 
 
The universe is full of invisible particles. Some of them are secretly dancing; right now, 
millions of them are passing through us — the neutrinos. These mysterious particles do not 
like being caught or interacting, but occasionally, these tiny dancers can make brief contact. 
There is a formula for this probability: 
 
P(\nu_\alpha \to \nu_\beta) = \sin^2(2\theta) \sin^2\left(\frac{\Delta m^2 L}{4E}\right) 
 
Our symbols: 
 
P(\nu_\alpha \to \nu_\beta): 
 
This is the probability of a neutrino changing type. Imagine dancing, but your dance is not 
just one move. Neutrinos are similar: they start dancing in type A and then change to type B; 
this symbol represents that probability. 
 
θ (Theta) = mixing angle (how much they compete) 
Have you ever danced? Even if not, you’ve probably tapped your feet to a rhythm at home. 
Theta shows how well the particle moves in sync with the rhythm. 
 
Δm² = the square of the mass difference 
Think of it this way: on a dance floor, some dancers are energetic, some less so. Naturally, 
the less energetic move slowly, while the energetic ones dance as if flying. This symbol 
measures that difference. 
 
L = distance 
 
Simply, how many steps you take while dancing. For example, dancing from the start to the 
end of the floor — this symbol represents that distance. 
 
E = energy 
 
And yes, when we say E, Einstein might come to mind, but here it represents something 
simpler: the energetic dancer has a limited pace and can only dance until their energy runs 
out. This tiny symbol shows the dancer’s speed and energy. Because energy is limited, the 
oscillation’s rhythm changes. 
 
\sin^2(2\theta) \sin^2\left(\frac{\Delta m^2 L}{4E}\right) 
 
Everyday life connection: 
 
Surely many of you have blown up a balloon and let it go without tying it. What happens? 
The air escaping makes it change shape and direction, right? Neutrinos move in a similar 
way through the universe — but unlike the balloon, they pass through us. Unlike the balloon, 
their changes are probabilistic, not deterministic. The balloon will definitely change shape 
and direction, but we cannot say exactly what a neutrino will do. 
 



Important note: 
 
Neutrino oscillation earned the 2015 Nobel Prize in Physics. This formula allows us to 
predict neutrinos’ type-changing behavior, a revolutionary concept in particle physics. 
 
Conclusion: 
As you can see, this formula, which at first glance seems intimidating and impossible to 
understand, can actually be explained using a few dancers and a balloon. How? Because 
mathematics abstracts complex concepts into symbols that make them meaningful. You can 
use this approach for other formulas too. Physics laws are often something we experience 
daily. No formula is utopian or meaningless; you just need to look at it from a different 
perspective. 
 
 


